James Speidell - Team 1597


Nomination Submitted by:  Sayyad Alli Khan and Ambar Mejia

It has been an honor to work with Mr. James L. Speidell.  He has contributed to Team 1597 tremendously, and it is our pleasure to nominate him for the 2005 Duel Master Volunteer Award.  He has happily helped our team with various aspects such as engineering skills and technical support which our team needed.

James Speidell is the senior manager and senior technical staff member at the IBM T.J. Watson Research Center, at Yorktown Heights, NY.  In this position, he is responsible for managing and providing technical direction to a team of 50 people.  His team provides technical expertise in the areas of electronic, mechanical and semiconductor engineering.  Their mission is to turn ideas into prototypes.

In 2001 and 2002, James has worked with Saunders High School in Yonkers, NY. They have competed in the NYC Regional competition and the national event at Orlando, Florida.  They have been placed in the top 5 teams and also competed in the New England Regional in New Haven, CT.  In 2003 and 2004 he worked with Mr. Lazar at the Evander Childs H.S.  Both years they competed at the NYC Regional.  In the 2005 season, it it our pleasure to say that Mr. Speidell worked with us at the Bronx Aerospace Academy High School and in our rookie year, our team competed at the Peachtree Regional in Duluth, GA and the NYC Regional where we won the Rookie All-Star award.  We also competed at the 2005 Championships in Atlanta, GA.  In 2003 through 2005, he has supported the First Lego League and worked with IBM towards donating materials to build the lego league playing fields used at Pace University.

In this complex and fast paced world, Mr. Speidell feels that giving back to the community is very important.  He believes that contributing to the community is an important part to being a person and an American citizen.  Mr. Speidell enjoys working with young people, helping them have opportunities he did not have when he was in high school.  It has made him a better teacher and manager acquiring new skills to teach technical subjects to a non technical audience.

Mr. Speidell has worked hard each year to inspire the students on the robotics team to do the following: always do your best, challenge yourself, and believe in yourself.  He has structured the IBM support and mentoring for the robotics program in such a manner as not just to give the student members of the team the easy answers, but rather to challenge them to think and derive their own answers.

His ability to communicate is exemplified in the fact that every year he has been involved in the FIRST robotics program, they have had a successful team.  Mr. Speidell has been able to communicate to IBM management the program was a worthwhile investment and secured funding for registering the team for at least one regional per year.  He has been very effective in communicating the overall goals and plan for each year’s program to students and educators.  Mr. Speidell believes in having the students being the driving force, incorporating their ideas into the robot.

Mr. Speidell works hard to be a positive role model for not only the students involved in the robotics program but for his colleagues and IBM team members.  He volunteers a great deal of time for charity events such as the annual employee charitable campaign, volunteering for Habitat for Humanity projects, working at Green Chimneys children’s home along with other events.  Professionally and personally looks for win-win solutions.  He is a tremendous supporter of teamwork at IBM and is involved at projects that could not be accomplished without terrific teamwork.  He always sets very high expectations for himself and his team and drives himself hard to produce valuable contributions at IBM.

Without reservation, the Bronx Aerospace Academy High School Blue Falcons Robotics Team 1597 nominates James Speidell with the 2005 Duel Master Volunteer Award.

